
The Language of Natural Materials:  Finding Spirit through Matter

                    A workshop celebrating Dear Mother Nature at The Dorsky Museum

                                                                             Saturday, September 22, 2012,   3-4pm 

Objects, and object-making, are powerful ways into psyche. Like dreams, sand play and other forms of active imagination, the focused act of making objects helps us to better understand our interior landscapes.  They are another way into our old  Stories, the Archetypes.  Thomas Moore calls such objects “magic decoys”.  

Learning about Human Nature through Making with Nature

In this workshop, we are going to try “mapping” some of our interior landscapes by using natural materials to make two different kinds of objects: 

       1. Imaginal Trading Cards: reminders of where we have been and indicators for the future

           2. Magical Technologies:  assemblage tools to help orient us in our personal landscapes. 


     These are tools whose purpose is discovered after they are made.

This “making” resembles the activities in an alchemist’s laboratory where s/he is working on a technical material level, an intuitive level and a spiritual level all at once.

Why are we doing this?     At least five reasons:
“A man’s work is noth[image: image1.emf]ing more than to rediscover, through the detours of art, those one or two images in   

  the presence of which his heart first opened.” 
       Albert Camus
“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.”   John Muir

"What you do is of little significance. But it is very important that you do it."  Gandhi


“Art is not self expression but self alteration.”                     John Cage

 

"To be an artist is not a matter of making paintings or objects at all. What we are really dealing with is  

  our state of consciousness and the shape of our perception...The act of art is a tool for extended 

  consciousness."            Robert Irwin

Daniel Mack is a natural forms artist and teacher who has been studying the works of Carl Jung since 1979.  He has been teaching at the Omega Institute since 1996. He has written seven books and is always writing a book, The Hair on the Shower Wall and other creative opportunities which is a field guide to active imagination work through object-making.  This workshop is based on this book. Dan is very involved with the Seligmann Center, a surrealist-based arts center in Sugar Loaf, NY and  teaches workshops at his studio in Warwick.  

More about Imaginal Artifacts at: www.danielmack.com.  rustic@warwick.net    845 986 7293

